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October 29,2049

Corey Thurston
Westem Clay Company
620 East State Hwv 24
Aurora. Utah 8462b

Subject: Review of Consolidated Notice of Intention to Commence Laree Mining Operations.
Westem Clav Compan)r. Bentonite Pits. M/041/0012. Sevier County. Utah

Dear Mr. Thurston:

The Division has complcted a revierv of your Consolidated Notice of Intention to
Conrnrcrrce Large Mining Operatiorrs for the Bentonite Pits. This is being considered an
anrendnrent by the Division since it also includes adding new areas to be mined as well as

rcducirrg your liability for areas that have been mined and subsequently reclaimed. The attached
con'rnrcnts rvill need to be addressed belore this amendment can be approved.

On July 30, 2009, we receivcd an application to release 8.2 acres of the North Sheep Trail
Pit. The grading work is satisfactory, but vegetation has not yet become established.
Revegetation costs rvill need to remain in the surety calculation ivhich will be revised as part of
this overall arnendment.

The conrnrents are listed under tlre applicable Minerals Rule heading; please format
your response in a sinrilar fashion. Please address only those itenrs requested in the attached
technical revierv by sendins replacenrent pages of the oriqinal nriniriq notice using redline and
strikeout text, so we can see what changes liave been made. Alter the notice is determined
technically complete and rve are prepared to issue final approval, we will ask that you send us

two clean copies of the complete and corrected plan. Upon final approval of the permit, we will
return one copy stamped "approved" for your records.

The Division will suspend further revien' of the Notice of Intention until your response
to this letter is received.

l59,lWeslNorthTempl€.Suitel2l0.POBor14580l,Salrl,ake Cit1ittT84ll4-5801
telephone (801) 518-5340. facsimile (801) 359-3940 . TTY (801) 5-18-7.f5E . rrr,rlosrr rilrilr !or. frrrirl
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Corey Thurston
Western Clay Company
M/0410012
October 29,2009

If you have any questions in this regard please contact me at 801-538-5261 or Lynn
Kunzler at 801-538-5310. Thank you for your cooperation in completing this permitting action.

WaA
Paul B. Baker
Minerals Program Manager

PBB:lk:vs
Att3chment: Review
cc: John Blake, STTLA (jblake@utah.eov)
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INITIAL REVIEW OF NOTICEOF INTENTION
TO COMMENCE LARGE MINING OPERATIONS

Western Clay Company
Bentonite Pits

I!{/041/00r2
October 29,2049

R647-4-104 - Onerator's. Surface and Mineral Ownershin
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effectively io-bin. your recent partial bond release request with the approval of this I iamendment. I t

Review
Action--.''

4 7 Please provide a copy of the NRCS soil survey descriptions for each soit type Ueing 
" 
I if

affected by this operation. This material may be placed in an appendix with a 
i

R647-4-113 - Suretv

C'omnrent Shee/Paqe/ ,l , ... . Review
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5 l5 The surety calculations provided cannot be verified (lack of information in ttre OIan,-F T
, such as the cross sections, to verify volumes for backfill and grading). The Division I I

, I provided a spreadsheet via email for your use in developing the reclamation cost i i

I estimate. Please include this completed spreadsheet with your response to this I I

review. Please make sure you document ihe various volumes, acres, etc., and 
I

include (or exclude as the case my be) the reclamation work completed on the North I

Pit, showing only the revegetation costs associated with that area. This action will 
I

effectively combine your recent partial bond release request with the approval of this 
I


